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Book Review: Robert Venturi's Rome

A book review on Robert venturl's Rome by Frederick Fisher and Stephen

Harbyy.
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One of many ustrations by Stephen Harby: the facade of the 1644 Palazzo di
Propaganda

Fide in Bome designed by Gian Lorenzo Bermini. Graphite and monachrome wash
af paper.

Nustration by Stephen Harby

Robert Ventwri's Rome

By Frederick Fisher and Stephen Harby
QRO Editions, 2017

112 papas, softcaver



This dense little book is a serious investigation,
by twia architects, of Venturi's saminal post- ROBERT VEMNTURI'S
modermist volume Complexity and

Confradiction—a critical reading of one of the RO M E
mast important architectural crades of the
mid-Z0th century. Tracking the ariginal book's
chapters while illustrating Yenturi's Roman
case studies in rich zepia wash, it also serves

as a puidebook to Rome for those with similar
interests.

I asked authors Stephen Harby and Fred Fisher
about their 10-year book project. Fishar,
Harby, and Yenturi each were Bome Prize
recipients; Wenturi's book wias largely written
during his time at the American Acadermy in
Rome. Almast 50 years later during his Fome
Prize stay, Fisher was studying mid-century
museum additions, but thought to draw
Fome's monuments as selected by Venturi, subzequently displaying the drawings
during his open studio. Harby, an inveterate traveler, architectural watercaolorist, and
Rome scholar, taught the Yale School of Architecture's Rome studio for many years.
Their friendship allowsed them to collaborate, with both contributing to the writing and
the drawing.

FREDERAICE FIEHEH ass BTEPHEN HARBY

Fisher says that he is "interested in drawing as an analysis of the abstract ideas of a
building, drawing what can't be seen but rather inferred,” while Harby's inspiration is
of the play of light and shadow an architectural forms. Harby found that by painting
each building he gained a deeper insight into Yenturis illustrations. One of his favorite
examples is the facade of Bernini's Palazzo di Propoganda Fide. He found that “the
pilastars lean in as they rize, indicating that Bernini thaught of them as part of tha
facade, not applied to volume as Yentuwri's willful double reading of the facade
suggasted.”

Such astute dialog and Hlustration fills #obert Yenturi's Bome and makes it a rare
pleasure. | can't wait to visit Rome, book in hand, and retrace the dizcoveries of these
three architects for myself.
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